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Writing a Movie Review 
Movie Review Scavenger Hunt:

1. Put a star beside the film critic’s (reviewer’s) name. 

2. Circle the director’s name.

3. Put a square box around the film’s genre (type of film).

4. Underline the actual names of the actors (and the character name each plays).

5. Colour A:  ____________ Highlight the title of the movie.

6. Colour B:  ____________ Highlight the plot summary of the movie (all sentences that retell plot).
7. Colour C:  ____________ Highlight the film critic’s personal opinion about any of the actors.

8. Colour D:  ____________ Highlight the film critic’s personal opinion about the movie itself.
9. Mark a passage that you think is particularly interesting or well-written.

MOVIE REVIEW TERMS

1. Critic

· A professional who publishes his/her opinion on a particular movie/

play/book (ex – Richard Crouse, the writers on Rotten Tomatoes site)

2. Mediocre

· Competent but not especially outstanding(ex – “The film wasn’t bad and it wasn’t good either, it was just mediocre”

3. Cliché

· Something that’s been used so many times that it no longer 

surprises or interests the audience; overexposure (ex – In a scary movie, a black cat jumps out and scares the character, but the real danger is RIGHT BEHIND HIM/HER!)

4. Character Driven 

· When the characters in a fictional work develop over the course 

of the story into people you care about (ex – “Twilight” is about vampires, but more importantly, it’s the relationship between the characters that makes us care about the story)

5. Plot 

· What the story is about (ex – “Kung Fu Panda” is about a clumsy, overweight panda bear who dreams of becoming the ultimate kung fu warrior, etc… {note that a plot summary is about a paragraph long})

6. Puns 

· A clever play on words (ex – “Waiting to Exhale” will take your breath away!) (ex – “Run to the theater to see “Running Scared!”)

7. Ratings system

· When the critic uses a scale to show the degree of how much they recommend the movie (ex – “thumbs up” or “four stars”)

8. Audience demographics

· When the critic recommends that only a certain group of people should see, or not see, the film (ex – “Kids will like ‘Madagascar,’ but adults will get bored.”

9. Spoilers 

· When a critic reveals secrets and plot points that could ruin the surprise for the audience and lessen their enjoyment of the movie. (ex – In the end of “The Big Crazy Movie,” John the main character dies) Note: DON’T TELL SPOILERS!!!

MOVIE REVIEW TEMPLATE/ CHECKLIST
 Note: DON’T FORGET that movie titles are written in Italics.
· HEADLINE: Include the title of the movie (try to use a pun!)
· PARAGRAPH #1: Introduce the movie by stating that you’ve just seen this movie and would like to give an opinion about it. Mention a couple of details that might help the reader understand what type of movie you are talking about. 
· PARAGRAPH #2: Summarize the plot (story). Where and when did it take place? Who are the main characters? What is the story about? 

            Remember, do NOT include spoilers and do not tell how the story ends! 
· PARAGRAPH #3: Talk about the actors/actresses and discuss who did a good job and who didn’t. 

· PARAGRAPH #4: Talk about what you liked about the movie and what you didn’t like. Be sure to include specific details and scenes.

· PARAGRAPH #5: What lessons did you learn from this story (theme/moral)? What do you think others will learn from it?

· PARAGRAPH #6: Think about the Audience demographics (target audience): what group of people would like this movie? Who would you recommend it to? Who would you not recommend it to? What is your final word on the film: Is it good or bad?

· RATING SYSTEM: Give the movie a score. You can do grades (A,B,C,D,F+ or -), stars (*** out of *****), numbers (3 out of 5) or something totally original… just don’t use “thumbs up” or “thumbs down.”

SHORT BIOGRAPHY: Explain who you are, your grade, your job (if you have one), sports you play and interesting things you like to do. Talk about yourself in the “3rd person,” that is; pretend someone else is writing the bio about you. 

Language Conventions:

Did I proofread to ensure the following elements in my writing?

· Correct spelling

· Use of capitals to begin sentences

· Use of periods to end sentences (or question marks or exclamation marks)
· Use of commas to create a natural pause in a sentence, or to separate items in a series
Movie Review Assessment Rubric

Name:  _______________________

	Criteria
	Level 
	Level Four (80-100%)

4+            4             4-
	Level Three (70-79%)

3+            3             3-
	Level Two (60-69%)

2+            2             2-
	Level One (50-59%)

1+            1              1-
	R/IE

	Knowledge:

of film's basic content
	
	Shows a very thorough knowledge of  title, genre, director, main characters,  & basic story-line 
	Shows a fairly complete knowledge of title, genre, director, main characters & basic story-line 
	Shows some knowledge of title, director, main characters, genre, basic story-line
	Shows a very limited knowledge of title, director, main characters, genre, basic story-line
	

	Thinking:

Strength of thesis and supporting arguments


	
	Opinion is clearly maintained throughout intro, body paragraph

& conclusion
	Opinion is generally maintained throughout intro, body paragraphs

& conclusion
	Opinion is sometimes mentioned in intro, body paragraphs

& conclusion
	Opinion is not always clear in intro, body &/or conclusion; 

avoid plot recap
	

	Thinking:

analysis of film elements


	
	Provides a very thoughtful analysis of acting, script, suspense techniques, etc.
	Provides a fairly thoughtful analysis of acting, script,  suspense techniques, etc.
	Provides an analysis of some of the acting, script, suspense techniques, etc.
	Provides a limited analysis of acting, script, suspense techniques, etc.
	

	Thinking:

selection of supporting examples
	
	Selects helpful  examples from the film to support ideas (including specific names, scenes, actions, dialogue & descriptive details)
	Selects some specific examples from the film to support ideas (including specific names, scenes, actions, dialogue & descriptive details)
	Selects few examples from the film to support ideas (including specific names, scenes, actions, dialogue & descriptive details)
	Lacks examples from the film to support ideas (including specific names, scenes, actions, dialogue & descriptive details)
	

	Communication:

organization of ideas; clarity of sentence structure
	
	Skillfully connects ideas; organizes paragraphs logically; strong sentence structure
	Usually connects ideas; organizes paragraphs logically; good sentence structure
	Sometimes connects ideas &/or organizes paragraphs; awkward sentence structure at times
	Rarely connects ideas, lack of organization in paragraphs; weak sentence structure
	

	Communication:

awareness of audience and vocabulary 
	
	Uses effective tone & word choice to clearly explain ideas & connect with audience
	Uses appropriate tone & word choice to clearly explain ideas & connect with audience
	Uses adequate tone & word choice to explain ideas & connect with audience
	Unsuitable tone or vague word choices; doesn’t reflect awareness of audience
	

	Application: Language Conventions


	
	Words have been correctly spelled and capitalized 

Uses punctuation, grammar & sentence structure with accuracy.
	Words usually spelled and capitalized correctly 

Uses punctuation, grammar & sentence structure with competence.
	Words sometimes spelled and capitalized correctly 

Uses punctuation, grammar & sentence structure with some accuracy.


	Words rarely spelled or capitalized correctly

Uses punctuation, grammar & sentence structure with inconsistency.
	

	Level Assigned:
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